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Chequamegon is the home of the smallmouth bass

Siibmdrtied

Cheguamegon Bay fishing guide Roger LaPenter poses with a five-
pound smallmouth bass,

Chequanmegan (shewih:
me-gon). Saying the four syl-
lables together brings the pro-
muneiation of the world-class
fshery amnd workd-famaous bay
that lhes on the south side of
Lake Superior — aboul an
b dorbwe east of Duluath, It
ey e best Known to anglers
for the great numbers and sioe
of the natural smallmonth
bass atinm,

Frankly, that's what
grabibed my attention and
iz 11ee efght-hour drive
from the Guad-Cities b
Ashlang, Wis., a bit easier
Ashland isa spiily lake-side
community of §500 with
much toooffier and was the
siteal the 2010 Association of
Great Lakes Outdoor Writers
{AGLOW) annal confersnos
that 150 AGLOVers recently
attemsded.

“What length and weight
makes for & traphy shwall-
miouth kass here?™ [ asked
Roger LaPenber upon our
first mesting. LaPenber s the
propristar of Anglers All an
autdoors shop amd guide ser-
yvioe located along the south
shore of the bay

“That depends om the an-
glen'™ he answersl smbling.

*Then what's a trophy 1o
vou?" L aske,

“Twenity-four inches aad

| over § pownds,” was his

FESyMITHEE.

Chris Young, outdoeors edi-
torof the State Journal Hegis-
teer (Springliedd, [1.) and travel
partner for the trip, sabd he
thogit he saw a it of drood
at the corner of my mouth
iz we Hstened to the 3-vear

— BOB GROENE —

Chequamegon Bay veteran
guide deseribe the quality and
quantity of smalimouth bass
I the hay

My molly, I've canght some

k=sisaippd River smallmouth
in the Spound range, heard
fivst-hand of some 6 pound-
ers — but nothing in personal
experience beyond that, Just
the thought of a T-pound or
lurget smallmowth makes my
head spin.

LaPentoer said he's caught
two B-poinders so i, b
called Dobolwer “trophy
manth.” With anticipation, I
psked i he thought we would
cateh a G-poundar the next dag

“Shoukd be no problem,”
wis hig smiling reply

Higher than predicted
winds the next morning
spodled our plans to land 2
personal best smallmouth on
e Tage bey Flogs wier Smage
ping in the sleady 20 miles-
per-hour northeast winds,
The unafTicial cutofT for bass
fiahing boats on the §4.000
e, L0bee-30 ruile fistser k= 15
riiles-per-hour

Bay waves of two-feet plus
send 1 to the Pike Lake Chain

=S

of seven inlamd lakes aboat 25
mkles Fromm Ashland where we
steadily canght both large-
mouth gl sesallmonth, buk
nothing closa to a traphy:

I like to say these
are happy fish:
Roger LaPenter,
proprietor of Anglers All

I seclition fo fehlng amd
the beauty of the area that
day, we had a peally
lunch at a really iml place,
the Delta Diner — acomverted
railroad diner locatesd mimy
mibes from any and a
plaoe with & Tam S b
thit bocals often wait an hour
b be seated. T'11 Eedl vou na
e, bt diipect vou todel-
tadinencom.

»srmallmouth bass fishing
is great on the by from mid-
My until the end of Octaber
when T put my boat sway,”
LaPenter explaimed, *While
we miy 1o longer heve the
nunber of smallmeuths o
100 fish days — 30-per-day is
cominon — and wa still hesne
great gize figh.

“1 like fo say these are
havpp Nah, they can see food
in the clear witer when they
Feed. And they are aducared,
After picking up a minnow
they will swim around with it
im their mouth lang before an
angler should gently set the
Teoak, Thiese Bass donot hit
hard.”

LaPenter sald because it

15 moatly catch-and.pelisse
fishing — one smallmouth
ower 22 inchis e be kepd per
dlay — Ive uses single hoolks
and sucker minnows as batt,
nrinimizing potential harm to
the fish, O the artificial emd,
hi said crankbaits, spinmer
baits andd many plastics can
also be used.

Two dagys later we hookid
up with LaPenber again and
fiovumd the lake more fricndle
Bait the smallsouth, even
though seores of the mighty
Beatilers showed upunder
the boat an the fish fisder,
were ol in a feeding mood.
W hanked just foor and no
LaPenter-quality trophices.

The niext day, with Roger on
A river guide trip, his son ook
clients (o the bay where they
caght bots of smallmouth
anid many big ones. Timing is
evarything.

The LaPenters juice nat
anlby ot the bay for amall-
mouth, but also an streams
and rivers for a variety of fish
including: muskie, walleve,
nerihern pike and trout,
When winter arrives, they
gulde ice fishing; and dees
amil grodese hunting on the
thousands of acres ol public
kand.

Anghers All guide service
can be reached at (T15) G52
5754 Ashland information,
including lodging, can e
foumd ot wawevisitashland
OO o CE00 28406,

Baob Groeme [4 th cidoss wiiter
for The Dispaich and The Rock kland
fegus. He can be naschad at grosnsd
(posn s onm.



